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Separate 

 

 Some time back there was an interesting new game show, I forget the name, that 

challenged contestants to complete lyrics to popular songs.  I was terrible at it since I have 

a horrible memory.  I can’t even remember words to the songs I’ve sung my whole life in 

church!  It was fun, however, to try and play along at home.  I was actually surprised at how 

many of the lyrics I actually knew!  Now, try that with well-known Bible passages and you’ll 

see where I’m going with this.  Go ahead and see how you do.  Have someone in your family 

begin reading a passage and then you finish it.  How well do you do?  I am constantly struck 

by just how immersed in contemporary pop culture we are today, especially our young 

people.  Yet, when it comes to the world of Scripture or the things of faith, are we equally as 

immersed? 

 This is where the discipline of Separation helps us.  God has placed us in this world, 

told us to love it and be good stewards of it, to interact with it (we’ll talk about his next 

week) -- but not to belong to it.  We are to be “in the world but not of the world.”  This is an 

important distinction.  In 1 Peter 2:9, Peter refers to the people of God as a ‘peculiar’ 

people (KJV).  Some of us are more peculiar than others, I realize, but the word more 

literally means a ‘people belonging to God.’  The idea is that not belonging to the world 

makes us peculiar, distinct.  We are to stand out from the world as different.  In order to do 

this, the discipline of Separation serves as a reminder to “come out from among them” to 

be different!  Are our lives significantly different than the lives of non-believers around us?  

In the types of entertainment we engage in?  In the way we speak and act (ahem… even in 

traffic)?  In our marriages and in our parenting?  How are we different?  Are we following in 

the steps of Jesus here?  Are you? 

 The average American spends five hours per day watching t.v. alone, not to mention 

the time spent surfing social media, on the Internet or just playing with our phones.  Don’t 

underestimate the effect this is having on our minds.  These are often filled with violence, 

profanity, dishonesty, sexual sins and pagan values.  Do you think it makes any difference 

that we are filling our minds with 35 hours of this a week, or 1,820 hours a year, 136,500 

hours in a lifetime?  How can it not affect us?  Is it any wonder that Christians find 

themselves struggling with many of these sins themselves?  Can you think of a modern t.v. 

Program that depicts God-honoring believers living out their faith in real ways?  There are 

some, but is that what we’re watching?  Our church’s sponsoring of the movies at The 

Lincoln this week are out of a desire to encourage God-honoring entertainment choices!  

Instead of going to Red Box or turning on HBO this week, go see one of the two movies 

playing this week at The Lincoln and talk about them at home with your families! 

 In this week’s group discussions, we encourage you to explore the suggested 

passages of Scripture with the eye of self-examination, asking ourselves… “Are we 

different?”  Then, purposefully make a plan to separate yourself from something in your life 

this week that connects you to “the world.”  This may include the radio, the television, 



Internet or social media (gasp!).  Consider fasting from one or more of these things 

throughout the week and every time you are tempted to turn on the tv or pull up your 

Facebook, take time to reconnect with God instead.  Separating ourselves is both a practice 

and a lifestyle.   

Next week we’ll talk about engaging the world, living in it and being a part of it for 

the sake of Christ.  Before we can engage, however, we must first discipline ourselves to be 

different.  God bless. 

 

Discussion: 

Read 1 Peter 2:9-11 

1. How do Peter’s different descriptions of the church define the church’s relationship 

to the world? 

2. What does it mean to be a ‘peculiar’ people? 

3. How have you seen Christians standing out from the world in recent days?  How 

have you seen Christians overly accommodating to the world in recent days? 

4. Do you see yourself as different or too accommodating? 

5. How should the church seek to find the right balance between engaging the world 

and separating from it? 

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

1. What was the intent in the Old Testament in the command to Israel to “come out 

from among them”?   

2. Can you think of some ways Israel was faithful to this call?  Can you think of some 

ways Israel was unfaithful to this call? 

3. Why is this a difficult thing for Christians today?  Especially for our young people?  Is 

it difficult? 

 

Read thru some of the following verses and ask these questions: 

1. What does this tell us about God? 

2. What does this tell us about US? 

3. What should we do about it? 

 

John 15:19-20 

1 John 2:15-17 

James 4:1-4 

Eph 5:3 

Rev 18:1-5 

 

Challenge:  Pick something in your life that “connects” you to the world this week and 

make a decision to purposefully “fast” from it for a set period of time.  Every time you are 

tempted to go back to it, instead use that time to connect with God either thru Scripture or 

thru prayer. 


